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Abstract

Diabetes mellitus occurs commonly in the older patient and is frequently undiagnosed. In many SHARE

cases, the intial manifestations of diabetes mellitus are lower extremity complications with which -~

this disease is known to be associated. Unfortunately, these complications are similar to other v o@
age-related degenerative processes; therefore, vigilance for the detection of undiagnosed

diabetes mellitus is essential in the evaluation and treatment of lower extremity pathologic

conditions.
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